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applied by Newton's cautious and exact rea-
sonings, the hypothesis broke down at every
point, and was shown to reverse nearly every
real condition of the great and sublime problem
of the starry motions. A true law was detected,
and the shadows fled away, and the once favorite
hypothesis is consigned to a limbo of forgotten
vanities and plausible, unscientific dreams.

The Theory of Evolution, in like manner,
lays hold of the partial variation, which out-
ward circumstances or artificial breeding are
known to produce within the same species,
and erects it into a fundamental law, by which
specific distinctions may be set aside, and the
whole world of plants and animals may have
grown, out of some obscure thing, called pro-
toplasm, into the countless structures of this
glorious universe. But all direct evidence of
such variation is wanting. It is flatly opposed
to the very largest and widest induction in
the whole range of science. It starts from no
clear conception of life, or of the nature of
species, but from almost total obscurity and
ignorance as to the very definition on which
the whole theory expends. And when tested
by the actual conditions of the problem, it may
be shown, on almost every conceivable* alterna-
tive to involve a mathematical impossibility.